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About Me 

Hi. I am Jean-Luc Benazet, 

Originally from a small village, 50 miles East of Toulouse in the South of France, I was a massive music fan but could only dream of small time fame. 
From 1992, during my Uni years in Toulouse, I played keyboards in a band, was a big fan of Depeche mode, Simple Minds (that I had seen live twice),
INXS, a new band called Radiohead ... and some French artists. I was going through life aimlessly, until a fateful weekend of  1995. A friend had attended 
a workshop in picture taking and film processing, there was a "dark room", a "red light" and some "chemicals" involved. He insisted I go to the next 
one. I did! And that was it, I was hooked. The teacher said I took the two best pictures of that workshop, that I should get an SLR camera, my dad 
bought me a Minolta x-300s that following Christmas. And the rest, as they say is history. 

I moved to England in September 1998. I was sent to America for a contracting job, and bought myself my first autofocus camera there, a Nikon D90s 
(negative film one). I documented the streets of Miami with it, and nearly got mugged in the process. I bought myself a few lenses and started taking 
more and more pictures. When I got back to England, I tried to get back to my first love: music. And managed to convince a local magazine to let me 
shoot music for them. The amount of gigs I ended up shooting became so important, I got recruited by a London agency, and I was sending them all 
my music photography. They then started asking me to cover film premieres at Film Festivals in London and Cambridge, I went to the Cannes Film Fes 
tival in 2002 (a crazy place), I even did a bit of football photography (but it's way too competitive). In 2007, I went to Cuba on a photography holiday 
and got hooked on street photography and portraits. And in 2009, I organised my very own travel photography workshop in Tuscany. 
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